CHAPTER XI
CONCLUDING REMARKS

IN Part I. we have attempted to give a comprehensive view
of Mohammedan law, as a background for the understand-
ing of Part II., as well as for an intelligent determination
of the extent to which non-revealed or external elements
have gone into the making of fiqh or Mohammedan law.
Thus in a preliminary chapter we saw that the word
sharfah was the generic name given to the ensemble of
religious truths taught by Mohammed; that fiqh was the
body of legal prescriptions concerning human conduct which
was derived from the sharfah; and finally, that usul-al-fiqh
was the connecting link between fiqh and sharlfah, since it
denoted the discipline which derived the former from the
latter. In the following chapters we examined the four
sources or bases from which fiqh was derived by usul-al-fiqh,
and which were accepted by the four most important fiqh
schools. These four sources, the reader will readily remem-
ber, were the Koran, the sunnah, the ijmaf and the qiyas. In
the course of these chapters special emphasis was laid on the
discussion of the rules concerning the transmission of the
sunnah, and of the principles regarding the investigation of
the reasons for the divine prescriptions for purposes of
reasoning by analogy. In the next chapter we took up the
question of the relative importance of these four sources
and the degree to which they overruled one another. We
then examined the principles of legislation accepted by only
one or more schools, and we treated the principle of istihsan
or personal opinion, owing to its importance, in a separate